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14 September 2017 
 
 
 
Dear Graeme, 
 
 
 
 
Conservation of Salmon (Scotland) Regulations  
 
I am writing to advise you that the process for updating the Conservation of Salmon 
(Scotland) Regulations 2016 is now well underway, and we are currently preparing to go to 
consultation on proposed amendments to the regulations. 
 
The 2018 fishing season will be the third for which we have made an assessment of the 
conservation status of Atlantic salmon stocks. You may recall that we gave a commitment, 
following discussions with the then Rural Affairs, Climate Change and Environment 
Committee, to undertake the assessment for 2017 on a river by river basis, rather than 
district level, where the data is available. We have continued to work with local biologists and 
other stakeholders to develop the assessment model further, through a working group titled 
the Salmon Liaison Group (SLG).  We have, for example, taken account of more than 3,000 
amendments to the distribution of salmon stock maps which were made by local biologists, 
since the 2017 modelling was completed.  As a result of this work, the Group has signalled, 
at a meeting on 18 May, that they are more comfortable with the assessment than in 
previous years.   
 
Detailed outputs from the assessment, along with commentary and guidance documents are 
to be published on Marine Scotland’s website later today, Thursday 14 September and the  
statutory 28 day consultation will take place between 15 September to 13 October with a 
review of the responses being undertaken thereafter.  
 
 
 



Following the consultation on the proposed gradings, I will write again to make the 
Committee aware of the next steps. You will want to be aware, however, that our intention is 
to bring forward new regulations later in the year, and hopefully by the end of November. 
 
Yours,  
 

 
      Roseanna Cunningham 

 
 
 
 


